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EYES  AND  NO  EYES} 


OR 

EYES  THAT  SEE  NOT 

MOW  TO  READ  tHE  BIBLE  ARIGEt* 

I  REfcohLjscT  some  time  ago  reading  a 
Ctory  about  two  little  boys  who  were  on  a 
Visit  at  their  uncle’s.  One  day  they  went 
together  to  take  a  Walk  in  the  country,  but 
they  soon  parted,  and  one  of  them,  whoift 
we  will  call  James,  returned  home  a  long 
while  before  his  brother  William. 

44  Well,  James,”  said  their  uncle,  44  have 
you  had  a  pleasant  walk?” — 44  No*  not  at 
all*”  answehcd  he, 44  it  was  very  dull ;  1  saW 
ho  carriages  nor  horses*  nor  any  thing  worth 
looking  at.” 

44  Where  have  yeti  left  William  ?”  44  Oh* 
he  Was  always  stopping  behind,  so  I  walked 
on  and  left  him.  I  hope*  uncle,  next  time 
you  send  its  for  a  walk*  that  \Ve  may  go 
along  the  road.” 

Presently  William  returned, 44  What  sort 
Of  a  Walk  have  you  had  ?”  said  their  tmel& 


4 


e*  A  very  pleasant  one,  indeed,**  answer 
ed  William,  u  and  l  found  a  great  many  cu¬ 
rious  things.  I  hope,  uncle,  you  will  let 
She  go  again  the  same  way  to-morrow?” 

Perhaps  my  little  readers  will  think  these 
different  accounts  of  the  same  Walk  very 
Strange.  The  fact  Was,  that  James  Walked 
on  without  taking  notice*  for  unless  he  saw 
something  which  amused  him,  such  as  hor* 
ses,  passengers,  &c.  he  thought  a  walk  very- 
dull  and  stupid.  William  was  Wiser  than 
his  cousin,  he  looked  aroUnd,  and  Whatever 
he  saw  he  tried  to  understand  what  it  wras* 
Or  what  it  meant.  If  he  saw  a  pretty  wild 
flower,  and  did  not  know  its  name,  he 
Would  bring  it  home,  and  ask  the  gardener 
about  it.  In  this  manner  he  always  came 
nome  from  a  Walk,  wiser  than  he  went  out* 
and  though  he  liked  play,  as  Well  as  most 
boys,  yet  he  knew  that  there  were  other 
things  of  more  consequence. 

During  the  walk,  of  Which  I  hare  jttst 
spoken,  he  had  seen  some  ants’  nests,  and 
had  stopped  for  some  time  to  look  at  them, 
and  he  was  able  to  give  his  uncle  a  very  good 
account  of  many  things  Which  he  had  seen 
these  little  insects  do.  From  observing  their 
patience  and  perseverance*  he  felt  more  dc** 
termined  than  ever  to  try  to  gain  useful 
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knowledge,  and  to  be  industrious.  Perhaps* 
my  little  readers  ma}r  recollect  what  King 
Solomon  says  about  the  ants,  (Prov.  vi.  6 — 
8.)  if  they  do  not,  I  would  recommend  them 
to  learn  those  verses  by  heart. 

u  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard;  consider 
her  ways,  and  be  wise :  which  having  no 
gfuide,  overseer,  or  ruler,  provideth  her 
meat  in  the  summer,  and  gathereth  her  food 
in  the  harvest.” 

I  have  now  told  my  little  readers  the  dif¬ 
ferent  manner  in  which  William  and  James 
enjoyed  their  walks,  and  they  may  perhaps 
now  understand  what  1  mean  by  EYES  and 
no  eyes.  I  will  next  tell  them  something 
about  two  other  little  boys,  who  differed 
quite  as  much  from  each  other,  as  William 
and  James,  and  I  hope  it  may  teach  them 
,  HOW  TO  READ  THE  BIBLE. 

These  little  boys  were  named  Thomas 
and  Henry,  they  also  had  an  uncle  who  was 
very  kind  to  them,  and  when  they  were 
about  ten  years  old,  he  gave  each  of  them  a 
little  Bible. 

Thomas  and  Henry  were  very  much 
pleased  with  their  Bibles,  and  read  them 
very  often,  so  that  they  soon  could  tell  a 
groat  deal  about  what  is  related  in  the  holy 
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Scriptures ;  but  they  were  quite  as  differ 
ent  in  the  way  they  read  their  Bibles,  as 
James  and  William  were  respecting  the 
walk  I  mentioned. 


w  Well,  Henry,”  said  their  uncle  one  day, 
^  I  am  glad  to  see  you  reading  your  Bible 
so  often,  do  you  like  it  ?” 

Henry .  Oh  yes,  uncle,  it  has  so  many 
pretty  stories,  I  could  read  it  all  day  long. 
There  is  about  Abraham,  and  Joseph,  and 
Moses,  and  David,  and  I  cannot  tell  how 
many  besides. 

Uncle .  Do  you  ever  read  about  Christ 
and  his  apostles,  for  you  have  only  mention* 
cd  some  of  the  names  in  the  Old  Testa* 
mmt  ? 


7 


Henry.  Tes,  uncle,  I  read  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  also,  and  I  am  very  fond  of  the  pa  • 
rabies  which  Christ  told  to  his  disciples 
and  the  Acts.  I  like  to  read  about  St 
Paul  and  his  voyages,  and  about  St.  Peter 
and  his  vision. 

His  uncle  began  to  fear  that  Henry  read 
the  Bible  only  as  a  history  book,  so  he  said, 
Uncle.  Well,  Henry,  you  say  you  are 
fond  of  the  parables,  do  you  recollect  the 
p-rable  of  the  Sower? 


Henry.  Oh  yes,  it  tells  about  a  man  sow¬ 
ing  see  (,  and  how  some  of  the  seeds  were 
picked  up  by  the  birds,  and  some  trodden 
upon  '  y  passengers,  that  some  fell  among 
thorns,  and  only  a  little  fell  upon  good 
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ground  and  grew  up  properly.  Yesterday 
when  I  was  crossing  Farmer  Jones’s  great 
field,  there  was  a  man  sowing,  and  it  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  parable. 

Uncle .  I  see  you  recollect  the  parable, 
but  do  you  also  remember  what  it  is  to 
teach  us  ?  Christ  himself  told  his  disciples 
what  it  meant.  Do  you  recollect  what  he 
said  ? 

Henry  paused ;  at  last  he  told  his  uncle, 
M  No,  I  did  not  read  that ,  I  only  read  about 
the  man  sowing  the  seed.” 

Uncle .  Do  you  recollect  the  parable  of 
the  Prodigal  Son? 

Henry  said  yes,  and  gave  a  correct  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  but  was  as  much  at  a  los3  as  be¬ 
fore  to  say  what  it  was  to  teach  us. 

His  uncle  then  asked  him  some  questions 
about  Jesus  Christ,  and  found  that  Henry 
could  relate  the  history  of  his  birth,  suffer- 
ings,  miracles,  death,  and  resurrection  ;  but 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  why  Christ  had 
done  and  suffered  these  things,  nor  did  his 
heart  appear  to  be  at  all  affected  with  love 
to  the  Saviour.  And  as  for  those  parts  of 
the  Bible  which  did  not  contain,  what 
Henry  called  1  pretty  stories,’  he  had  passed 
♦hem  ail  rery  carelessly  without  thinking 
about  them,  or  desiring  to  know  thciv  mean- 
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Jn<*.  He  had  never  prayed  to  God  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  open  his  understanding  like  Lydia's, 
when  she  listened  to  St.  Paul,  (Actsxvi.  14.) 

His  uncle  was  very  much  grieved  to  find 
Henry  so  ignorant  and  so  careless,  and  he 
tried  to  explain  to  him  that  holy  men  of  old 
had  written  the  Scriptures,  as  taught  or  di- 
rected  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  our  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  that  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
our  reading,  they  are  able  to  make  us  wise 
unto  salvation,  through  faith,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus.  That  the  accounts  they  give 
us  of  Abraham,  Jacob,  David,  Moses,  the 
Israelites,  and  others,  are  written  to  show 
us  the  evil  consequences  of  forgetting  the 
will  of  God,  and  sinning  against  him.  That 
the  Bible  also  teaches  us  how  sin  came  into 
the  world,  and  how  death  was  sent  as  a 
punishment  for  sin.  It  shows  us  how  the 
heart  of  man,  by  nature,  is  at  enmity  with 
God,  so  that  we  do  not  like  to  obey  his  will, 
but  delight  in  those  things  which  are  wrong 
and  wicked,  and  that  all  deserve  to  be  con¬ 
demned  to  everlasting  punishment,  and 
must  have  suffered  it,  had  jiot  God  in  his 
great  mercy  been  pleased  to  appoint  a  way 
whereby  we  may  obtain  the  pardon  of  our 
sins,  and  have  our  hearts  changed  so  as  to 
delight  to  do  his  will.  That  wq  might  bs 
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made  partakers  of  this  salvation,  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  e^iul  With 
the  Father,  took  upon  himself  our  nature, 
became  man,  and  lived  upon  earth,  and 
bore  the  punishment  which  our  sins  deserv. 
ed,  as  is  related  in  the  Gospels.  That  He 
thus  took  away  the  sins  of  those  whose 
hearts  are  changed  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  being  cleansed  or  washed  from 
their  sins  in  the  blood  of  Christ,  which  he 
shed  upon  the  cross,  and  having  new  and 
clean  hearts  given  them  which  delight  to  do 
his  will.  { 

The  Bible  also  tells  us,  that  even  those 
who  are  thus  cleansed  from  their  sins,  will 
often  feel  themselves  tempted  and  inclined 
to  do  wrong,  but  that  Christ  has  promised 
to  be  with  his  people  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  and  to  support  and  strengthen  them 
in  all  times  of  trial  and  difficulty. 

I  hope  my  little  readers  will  remember 
these  truths  when  they  are  tempted  to  do 
wrong,  and  that  they  will  pray  to  God  to 
keep  them  from  sin. 

Henry's  uncle  told  him  a  good  deal  more 
about  the  Bible,  and  that  he  should  read  the 
other  parts  of  the  Bible,  as  well  as  the 
4  pretty  histories,’  and  also  every  day  pray 
to  God  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  teach 
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him,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  how  to  understand 
it. 

1  would  wish  all  my  little  readers  to  re¬ 
member  that  this  careless,  light  way  of 
looking  at  the  word  of  God  is  very  wrong 
and  sinful,  and  that  they  never  can  expect 
any  good  from  reading  it  as  Henry  did.  The 
Jews  of  old  had  God’s  holy  word,  but  ne* 
elected  it,  and  sinned  against  him  ;  till*  at 
fast,  he  sent  the  Babylonians  to  destroy  Je* 
rusalem,  and  carry  away  the  inhabitants  a? 
captives ;  and  when  warning  them  of  the 
punishment  which  would  come  upon  them 
for  their  wickedness,  the  prophets  were  di* 
rected  to  speak  to/them  as  a  people  that  had 
eyes,  but  would  not  see.  (Jer.  v.  21.  Ezek. 
xii.  2.)  And  those  who  now  read  the  Bible 
in  a  careless,  inattentive  manner,  may  also 
be  said  to  rave  EYES  and  see  not. 

Their  uncle  had  seen  that  Thomas  read 
his  Bible  very  often,  and  as  he  knew  that 
Thomas  always  tried  to  find  out  the  mean 
ing  of  what  he  read,  he  waited  to  see  whe 
ther  he  would  himself  ask  any  questions 
about  it. 

One  day  when  Thomas  saw  his  uncle  at 
leisure,  he  came  and  said, 

Thomas.  Uncle,  you  told  us  to  read  oui 

Bibles*  and  I  like  to  do  so  very  cu  fo* 
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«here  are  a  great  many  very  pretty  stories 
<n  the  Bible  ;  but  there  are  many  other 
things  which  I  cannot  make  out,  but  I  am 
mre  they  cannot  be  put  there  for  nothing. 
Can  you  tell  me  how  I  may  understand 
them  better  ? 

Unde.  What  is  it  that  you  think  you  can 
understand  ? 

Thomas .  I  think  that  I  understand  about 
Adam,  and  Noah,  and  Joseph,  and  others. 

Unde.  Tell  me  what  you  think  you  are 
to  learn  from  them.  Do  you  suppose  they 
are  written  to  teach  us  ary  thing,  or  are 
they  only  to  tell  us  of  \*iiat  happened  a 
long  time  ago,  like  the  history  of  England? 

Thomas .  No,  uncle,  the  Bible  is  called 
the  word  of  God,  and  in  the  first  epistle  to 
the  Corinthians,  where  it  speaks  of  Moses, 
and  the  Israelites,  it  say?,  that  those  things 
were  written  for  our  Admonition,  which 
word  I  know  means  to  teach  us  what  is 
right ;  and  I  suppose  f»  om  the  account  of 
Adam,  we  may  learn  h  »w  much  God  is  dis-* 
pleased  with  those  who  disobey  him,  and 
the  histories  of  Noah  and  Joseph  show  us 
that  God  takes  care  of  those  who  love  him. 

Unde.  So  far  is  nght;  but  can  you  tell 
me  about  the  parablss5  are  they  to  teach  ua 
anything?  ^ 
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Thomas.  Oh  yes,  it  is  said  that  Jesm 
taught  the  people  by  parables,  and  you 
know,  uncle,  that  he  explained  some  of  them 
himself* 

Uncle.  He  did  so,  my  boy,  and  I  am  glad 
to  see  you  have  read  yoUr  Bible  carefully, 
and  not  merely  t©  amuse  yourself.  You  are 
quite  right  in  supposing  that  no  part  of  the 
Bible  Was  written  merely  to  entertain  us  ; 
for  St.  Paul  says,  “  All  scripture  is  given  by 
inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doc- 
trine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruct 
tion  in  righteousness.”  2  Tim.  iii.  16.  And, 
u  Whatsoever  things  Were  written  afore¬ 
time,  were  written  for  our  learning,  that 
We,  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the 
scriptures,  might  have  hope.”  Rom.  xv.  4. 
But  the  great  end  and  intention  of  all,  is  to 
tell  us  about  the  Saviour,  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  salvation  by  him.  Now  this  is 
the  great  point  for  Us  to  remember,  when 
We  read  the  Bible.  Our  Lord  himself  said 
to  the  jeWs,  u  Search  the  scriptures,  for  in 
them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  they 
are  they  which  testify  of  me.”  John  v.  39* 
And  St.  Peter  said,  “  To  him  give  all  th& 
Prophets  witness,  that  through  his  naim* 
whosoever  believeth  in  him,  sbfdl  receive 
remission  of  sins*”  Acts  x.  4*3. 
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My  derir  bey,  I  have  often  told  yoti, 
Well  as  your  cousin,  why  Christ  came  into 
the  World,  and  when  you  are  reading  those 
parts  of  the  Bible  which  appear  to  you  most 
difficult,  mark  What  you  wish  to  have  ex¬ 
plained,  and  when  there  is  a  p toper  oppor¬ 
tunity,  we  will  talk  together  about  theirU 
But,  my  dear  child,  I  must  warn  you  that  it 
is  not  my  explaining  the  texts  which  can 
make  you  really  wise  linto  salvation,5  it  is 
God  the  Holy  Spirit  adone  who  can  do  this* 

Ptay  earnestly  every  day  that,  like  young 
Samuel,  and  Timothy,  and  Josiah,  and  other 
holy  youths  mentioned  in  the  Bible,  you 
may  be  taught  of  God  to  know  him  and  to 
love  him,  to  feel  the  evil  and  burden  of  siri* 
to  sorrow  over  it,  to  forsake  it,  to  seek  ear¬ 
nestly  for  repentance*  to  see  the  value  of  the 
Saviour,  and  to  love  him.  Then  yOur  heart 
Will  be  changed,  you  will  find  pleasure  ih 
following  him,  and  seeking  to  do  his  Will. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  my  readers  will  ea¬ 
sily  understand  the  difference  which  appear¬ 
ed  between  William  and  Janies  When  they 
walked  out,  and  it  will  be  well  if  they  try* 
like  William,  to  learn  something  from  whaU 
ever  they  see. 

But  the  other  part  of  my  story  is  Of  mUclt 
more  importance;  While  I  rejoice  to 
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so  many  children  fond  of  reading  the  Btbls, 
and  able  to  tell  about  the  ‘  pretty  histones 
it  contains,  I  fear  there  are  many  among 
them  who  forget  that  they  must  die.-- 
They  know  not  how  soon,  and  never  thittK 
about  what  the  Bible  tells  us  for  our  gocx\ 
in  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  coma 


Advantages  of  being  able  to  read  the  Bidi§ 

This  is  a  precious  book  indeed  !  ri 
Happy  the  child  that  loves  to  read  !  9 
?Tis  God’s  own  Word  which  he  has  givett 
To  show  our  souls  the  way  to  heaven. 

It  tells  us  how  the  world  was  made ; 

And  hoW  good  men  the  Lord  obey’d  j 
Here  his  commands  are  written  too* 

To  teach  us  what  we  ought  to  do* 


ft  bids  Us  dll  from  sin  to  fly, 
because  our  souls  can  never  die : 
ft  tells  of  heaven*  where  angels  dwell  $ 
And  warns  us  to  escape  from  hell. 

But  what  is  more  than  all  beside* 

The  Bible  tells  us  Jesus  died  ! 

This  is  its  best,  its  chief  intent, 

To  lead  poor  sinners  to  repent.  t 

’Tis  thus  the  book  which  God  has  given* 
Shows  Us  the  only  way  to  heaven  ; 

Be  thankful,  children,  that  you  may 
Read  this  good  Bible  every  day. 


